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National Endowment for the Arts recognizes Imaginists with grant to support the Art is 
Medicine Show/El Show el Arte es Medicina 
 
SANTA ROSA, CA. April 23, 2013 - National Endowment for the Arts (NEA) Acting Chairman Joan 
Shigekawa announced today that the Imaginists is one of a select group of nonprofit organizations 
nationwide to receive an NEA Art Works grant. The Imaginists is slated to receive a $10,000 grant to 
support the Art is Medicine Show (El Show el Arte es Medicina) in a series of admission-free, bilingual 
performances in public places. 
 
The Imaginists will tour in repertory their iconic Art is Medicine Show/ El Show el Arte es Medicina with 
Federico Garcia Lorca’s The Billy-Club Puppets. The shows will tour by bicycle caravan throughout the 
months of July and August, 2013. According to Acting Chairman Shigekawa, "The National Endowment 
for the Arts is proud to support these exciting and diverse arts projects that will take place throughout 
the United States. Whether it is through a focus on education, engagement, or innovation, these 
projects all contribute to vibrant communities and memorable opportunities for the public to engage 
with the arts." 
 
“We are thrilled!” said Amy Pinto, Artistic Director for the Imaginists. “This summer will be our 5th 
anniversary bicycle tour. With this support from the NEA, our Medicine Show will be fully funded for the 
first time. Because of it, we can take more performances to the Redwood Empire Food Bank Summer 
Lunch sites, and, in addition, tour Lorca’s The Billy-Club Puppets to local parks on the weekends. This is 
the beginning of a new era for the Medicine Show.” 
 
In August 2012, the NEA received 1,547 eligible applications for Art Works grants requesting more than 
$80 million in funding. Art Works grants support the creation of art that meets the highest standards of 
excellence, public engagement with diverse and excellent art, lifelong learning in the arts, and the 
strengthening of communities through the arts. A little over half of applicants were funded by NEA 
grants, totaling $26.3 million and spanning 13 artistic disciplines and fields. Applications were reviewed 
by panels of outside experts convened by NEA staff, and each project was judged on its artistic 
excellence and artistic merit. The Imaginists was among the group of theaters receiving this coveted 
national recognition. (For a complete listing of projects recommended for Art Works grant support, 
please visit the NEA website at arts.gov.) 
 
For five years, in and out of their Santa Rosa based studio, the Imaginists have been creating original, 
experimental, bilingual, community-based performances for and with a steadily growing community. 
 
Along with a core group of professional actors, the Imaginists will offer internships to high school 
seniors and college level students to ride with the show. Contact Brenda Fox for more information, 
brenda@theimaginists.org. 
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